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Farm Problems Don't Die Easily

HE congressman irom Oklaho-

ma rose in the House of Repre-
sentatives on that particular Friday
and declared:

"Mr. Chairman, it Is necessary
that the products of labor be in prop-
er form to facilitate transportation
and exchange. This is necessary to
give the product exchangeable val-
ue. Supply and demand regulate val-
ues when artificial regulations do
not interfere with this natural law.
This natural law is as immutable asg
the tides and as resistless as the
sun."

He became oratorical as he dis-
cussed legislation intended to alle-
viate the long-standing farm prob-
lem because, as he stated it, "The
farmers of Oklahoma are not strug-
gling lor comforts but for their very
existence, for focd and clothing, and
{or a roof over the head of himself
and family."

The issue was how to improve
prices to farmers witheout interfering
with supply and demand on domestic
and world markets.

"No one ¢an say exactly the point
where supply begins or ends in rela-
tion to the ereation of value," the
congressman said, "but supply can
be adapted to demand and the gulf
hetween the producer and the con-
sumer is not so fixed that it can not
be bridged. It ecan net ever, in my
opinion, be filled."

He went on to dedldFé“that man-
made conditiens in the world mar-
kets, as well as the domestic trade,
are "out of gear with nature and as
a result the unfortunate farmers are
being ground between the upper
stone of high prices for his necessi-
ties and the lower stone of low prices
for his products."
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He charged that "many uneconpm- -

ie laws and regulations: have contrib-

uted to this condition.” And agriculs’
ture wasn't the only industry in trou-
ble. The speaker asserted that the
' 'Keep the government out of °

cry,
business,’ comes rather tardily when

~for more than 50 years the govern-

ment has beéen In the money -busi:
ness and has turned this popular
product over to private persons to
profit on and take toll of the Ameri-
can people."

The congressman pleaded: "Give
(the Oklahoma farmer) a little lift
so that he can regain his foothold.
There are no more optimistic people
on the earth than the farmers of
Oklahoma. The floods descend and
the drouths come and the boll weevil
thrives, yet he goes on from year to
year with grit in his craw and hope
in his heart.

"I am hoping the day will come

when the farmer will have the bene-
fit of his_ tpil and some reasonable
compensation for the labor of him-
self and his family.”

That impassioned speech might
have béen made this month when
Congra&'s was passing b ‘#296 rais-
ing. tm;geﬁ,;pnces and 16%«&‘&1%@5 on

1975 ¢raps of cotton, whea, rn and

s50ybi , %d authorizing irter-
ly. & i prodqctlon:ad;] it in
the§ ]

Bist it W:;g’h'f giw i!ggle dn Fri-

day, May 93, 1924, just B1 Vears ago,
by Hon. Tom D. McKeown of Ada,
who represented his district {or
many vears. He was talking about
the McNary-Haugen bill. The reprint
from the Congressional. Record was
supplied by his brother, Roy S. Mc-
Keown, retired Ada newspaperman.
Apriculture haf 'u“ndergonp tre-
mendous changes ‘;mce 1924, but the
more things change, the more the
farm: problem Yemains the same.



