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Subszdtes Grease Socialism Path

ONI:} reason the United States is
slipping- relenﬂesﬁy toward
soclahsm is that nea.rly gverybody
recefv§s.. some ot iBsidy.

This . mme about because
those w’hm& iaybr national socialism
haye -taken’ aadvantage of our politi-
cal credulity in handling group prob-
lems.

The socialist movement has ad-
vanced the idea that the group-—any
group—cannot sclve its owr prob-
lems and therefore the group is enti-
tled to have a national policy, a na-
tional agency, and a national subsi-
dy 1o help its members cut of their
difficulties,

When this results in apparent de-
mand for federal aid, Congress and
the bureaucrats respond, and the
group rapidly becomes dependent
upcn Washington. Whatever is pro-
vided—controls to minimize cocmpe-
tition, financial grants or loans, or
special favors — rapidly becomes a
part of the "normal situation.”

It becomes politically unpopular
for benefits to be taken away. Even
when it is obvious that a federal pro-
gram is detrimental to free enter-
prise, individual initiative or the
American way of life, subsidies
hardly ever are eliminated.

Not counting welfare, Social Secu-
rity or unemployment compensatmn
federal subsidies this flsca,l vear are
expected to exceed $111 hillion and
next year go beyond $116 billion.

Current legislation fo subsidize in-
terest payments. for. 400,000 families
buying hpmestisvonly an example of
direct outlafsato help individuals..
The governigpeni-is paying nearly a
quarter of ashillon dollars in inter-
est on moneyiborrowed by college
students.

Millions of doliars are handed oui:_
to symphony orchestras, theaters,
operas and art events to keep down
ticket prices. Citizens who might not
attend these things may be subsi-
dized through Medicare, Medicaid,
Veterans Education Benefits, and
the postal system, or by riding
boats, buses, trains or planes kept
operating by government gubsidies.

Many subsidies take the form of
tax benefits and by no means are
limited to the much-debated oil and
gas depletion allowance. Other natu.

ral resources have depletion allow-
ances, too.

There also are tax-free perision
plan payments, investment tax ered-
its, tax-exempt securities, deduc-

‘Hions - for charitable contributions
~and interest on home mortgages,

#ifd-lower iax rates for small corpo-
rations.

Probably the most publicized sub-
sidy program is that distribuied
through the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, but the bhigger part of it
benefiis consumers more than pro-
ducers. This includes, for the cur-
rent wyear, 3$2.8 billion for food
stamps and $1.2 billion for school
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lunch programs, compared to $2. 9.,
billion for price supports and pay-:-
mentd directly to farmers to help
them produce food that can be sold,
in supermarkets at lower prices.

The subsidy system hag become 36 ,
thoroughly infused into etir economy
that, no matter how he might try, a
person could not avoid being a bene-
ficiary of some kind of federal hand-"
out. Subsidies were not a part of the
original American plan for freedom,
but they may be here to stay. They
are changing our relaticnship to our
government and they may be chang-
ing our form of go-.rnment,



