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- OSU Resem'ch in Right Direction

FSKARCH and development

are rocognized as means to
progress in business and igdustry, in
seience, education and goverpment.
They may not always achieve jHeir
goals, but lhe success ratin is' high
enough 1o prove that we must keep
on {rving.

osearchess usually must {est doz-
cnx, hundreds or thousands of ways
af deing things hefore making selec-
tinns, The rejected rmoethods -are not
necessarily wrong ways, but they
might be.

The public, for the most part, sup-
poris research and does not become
upsct by the trial-and-error svstem,
or by the cost. Negative reaciions of-
ten result when the spotlight is
turned on the occasional exotic, the-
oretical, meaningless or seemingly
useless research praject, This hap-
petis periodically.

When that oceurs, the public
laughs and gripes, while resrarch
adminisirators and  seientists hunt
- Jor cover, Much more is said ahoug
the siart of ‘-urh projects than about
resuits.

Thait is not the way mest research
is bepur. I delinitely is not the
mathorl being ysed {0 determine the

fturve eowse of  agricultural  re-
sepreh i Oklahoma State Universi-
tvo A Indessive effort is being -

red oo
rets
peonle
suite,
By, Traak

irarn what research proi-
- he wanted and needed by
hey are in position 1o use re-

Baker, dean of agricnl-
{ure, and nave launched 2
"penple avienied sostem' {hal s de-
signead to dire! funds {foward mos
needed and et Thivored research
projecis. It is bharod upon ihe prem=
ise that sinee nol enough money is
availabls {0 do all pinjecis, priovity
should be given o those needed and
wanted.
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Working {hrough an  advisory
group salled Asricuttural Desearch

and Hducation Arso-iation (ARKA}J,
consisting of lenders in agriculiure,
family Hving aad rowtl worl: in each
county, input is b« eg obtained from
every part of the <iaie.

The local ALKA advisors consult
with others in their commumities to
compile lists of preblems, rating
them for high, medium and low
priority.

These lists, begun last fall, are
now being placed in the hands of 31
{ask forces for analysis, under direc-

tionn of Dr. James A. Whatley at the
experiment station. They also will he
reviewed by extension specialists di-
recied by Dr. Willlam A, Taggart
and co-nrdinated with tehkching pro-
orams by Dr. Randall Jones, A s
inar is planned for summer to re-
view recommendations and  deter-
mine order of priorities for the re-
soarch program,

The statewide investigation has re-
vealed that needed information al-
reidy s avallable to answer many
ol the vroblems mentioned and it is
heing supplied. This releases man-
o~
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power and funds Lo work on umoTvnd
probiems.:

Most research institutions do not
have statewideorganizations
through which o conduct such an in-
tensive #nd extensive study for proj-
eet séledtion, but itis a good way to
do it,

The OSU approach to research is
rnot likely to get into the headlines or
on the TV tube with the silliest proj-
ect of the vear. Instead, the results
are preity. certain 1o contribute to-
ward a more productive agriculture
and a more prosperous state.



