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THF job situation is getiing seri-
ous. A lot of people who'want to
work are being laid off, and if a real
depression develops some who don't
want to work might have to start.

The government will do all that it
can to prevent the latter from hap-
pening, however. To hedge against
anyone having to work against his
will, Congress has enacted umpteen
unemployment programs dhd set up
borrowing procedures to finance
themi. .

Congress and federal agencles
know how to put people on- relief
and welfare but they do not have the
ability to create productive employ-
ment. Government ‘bureaus ¢an gen-
erate unemployment by ddverse
laws and regulations but #nly free
enterprise can make jobs that people
need io survive in: either mflation or
depression.

An Oklahoman who ope):%.’cet; a
small processing and wholésale in-
dugtry recently closed @i one
brarch of his business. He said
"OSHA wanted us te change so
many things to get into compliance
and they would cost so much we
couldn't afford them, so we justi shut
that part.of our business down."

This shutdown involved only six or
eight people, but if it happens a
hundred times, that's 600 or 8060 peo-
ple out of work and a thousand times
means 6,000 families losing their in-
comes. .

Before the, most recent jobless
programs were enacted by Con-
gress, a tabulation showed that a to-
tal of 72.5 million persons were get-
ting checks or other, assistance as
employees of federal, qtate.and local
government, milifary serv ices, so-
cial security, family welfare or other
programs.

This compared fo only 71.9 million
persons who were employed in the
private secter of our economy. Just
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hefore it went home, (ongress pro-
vided money for payroll subsidies
for 133,000 new municipal jobs, plus
a 13-week extension of unempioyment
benefits.

Many young people today do not
acquire enough work experience and

observation of occupations to qudlify.

them even to choose a careery Hanyg
others who came through the #Hti-
work campaign of the 1960s remain
convinced that work iz mindless,
boring, servile and hateful. Some
may never recover from this spu-
rious teaching. t
There may be hope for others. A
lecturer at one of the nation's large
universities made headlines a few
weeks ago when he told students,
"You live in a world where work is
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the name of the game. To make it in
a job is to make it as a person.”

It is unfortunate that excessive
government regulation of business,
industry, agriculture and finance is
resulting in fewer work opportunities
begcomiing available, while the prac-
tice of relymg DT government sup-
port for not wcfrkmg is being in-
creased. ;

1t is a waste (}f ma.npower, money
and talent to train young people for ;
careers and then have them shunted
onto federal jobless payrolls becayse
Congress makes and allows federal
bureaus to make such -‘stringent
rules that businesses cannot provide
the opportunities for honest work
that should be the fundamental right
of every citizen,.



