U.S. Should

By Ferdie J. Decring

If we could separate
wnger from politics, per-
1aps statements coming
yut of the World Food Con-
‘erence at Rome would
sound more honest and
reasonable.

But that is not the case
Our sympathy for hungry
children is beiny used hy
political revolutionaries as
leverage. to get the United
States set up as a perpetu-
al Santa Claus for a worid-
wide United Nations wel-
fare and food stamp pro-
gram.

A number of well-mean-
ing organizations an: indi-
viduals are being carried
along with the tide of the
campaign, whose goals in-
clude bringing all nations
into a single world govern-
ment.

We must help to feed the
Limery, and are doing so,
hut we must be cauticus
about entangling our gov-
ernment and food supplies
in a scheme to create a
global economic dictator-
ship.

The campaign for a
world food reserve has
been under way for years.
To read or listen to the
emotional discourses, one
might get the impression
that American. farmers
are hoarding the world's
food supplies for the bene-
fit of overfed consumers.

While it may be true
that few Americans go
hungry and a nuniber may
overeat, we export more
food than any other coun-
try, and a great deal of it
is given away or sold at
less than market prices.

Declarations made by
President Ford, Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger
and other spokesmen in fa-
vor of a world food bhank
“ave not pointed out the
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political implications and
hazards that this country
would face in such an ar-
rangement.

Agricultural interests
and our government have
worked vigorously for
more than half a century

to develop export markets
for surplus farm products.
Wheat, corn, soybean and
grain sorghum producers
have sent sales promotions
teams to every continent.

Trade relations have
heen opened with just
about every country in the
world, including Russia
and China, but we have
continued our aid pro-
grams to countries hit by
crop failures, drouth and
disasters.

American agriculture is
not withholding food from
the world, because we can
not possibly eat all that we
grow. One estimate is that
we produce enough food
for three times our popula-
tion and almost enough to
feed one-fifth of the
world's population. We
must export, or else.

"The more we export,
the more our farmers can

produce,' Secretary of Ag-
riculture Earl L. Butz
says. '"In a society in

which consumers will not
stand for high food prices,
farm income can improve
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only with increasing vol-
ume and added efficiea-
cy." High production helps
hold down food costs for
American consumers.

If the United Btates s
not withholding food sup-
plies from the world, why
are political forces irying
fo crowd us into an une-
qual partnership with un-
productive countries?

One answer comes from
Dr. A. H. Beerma, FAO di-
rector-general, which is
sponsaring the world food
conference. Boerma said
recently: "Any purist con-
cept of international iree
trade in food is dangerous-
ly outdated."

Boerma then added that
major ceyreal exporting
countries  (including the
United States) must "'take
measures to ensure an or-
derly management of
available supplies, notably
by setting aside enough
grain to meet urgent
needs" of countries whose
population increases have
outrun their food produc-
tion.



