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Casual Gambling Could Lead
To Addiction, Personal Tragedy

N()T all {oothall games are playedt
in a stadium, or even by ath-d
letes. Many ''games'" are betting?
pools or other gambiing played by
penple who would never considery
themselves to be habitual gamblerq.u

These games go on in homes, af-g
fices, stores and public buildingsg
where they may be forbidden by pol-
icy, il not by law. Just as somal
drinkers may hecome
without intending to do so, a c:eriain@
number of those who gamble for funj
will become gambling addicts, ulti-i

mately losing their jobs, their hnmqsy ;

and families. D

1t is estimated that the number of?
confirmed aleoholics and the number
of compulsive gamblers are justy
ahout equal, with around 10 milliony
of each in the United States, Gami-
blers Anonymous tries to persuadei
gamblers fo hold their money, muchi
like Alcoholics Anonymous workss
with drinkers to keep them sober. i

Hareld C. Swanson, Oklahoma'sis

Editorial Page

THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN

Oklahoma City

Nov.5

,1974

al‘:‘ohollaq!l .

Commission also wanted 363,000 for

new FBI chie{, sayvs massive gam-
bling operations are flourishing in
the state because of lack of ade-
quate anti-betting statutes. It's
against the law to bet on cockfights,
horse races and dog races, bul the
law doesn't keep people from betting
on people.

That includes gambiing on sports,

. which is a matter of some concern to

coaches, because rabid foothall or
basketball fans sometimes become
irate when game scores don't match
their betting odds.

Tt doesn't take long to make a cas-
ual gambler into an addict. Recent-
ly, Jim Reid, Baptisi chaplain on
"The Strip" in Las Vegas, Nev., told
of a young construction worker who
had saved $3,000 to remodel his
home. He needed $4,000, so he flew
to Las Vegas to win it.

Reid said it took the young man
half a day io lose the $3,000, Then he
cashed out and lost three air tickets
sent him by relatives trying to get
him to come home. The disiliusioned
gambler was ready to commit sui-
cide when Reid finally got him out of
town.

GGambling interests and syndicaies
are expanding and may be operating
in Oklahoma. Worst of all, siate gov-
ernments are now big gambling
operators. Thirteen states now oper-
ate some kind of lottery, although
records show that legal systems dn
not displace illegal gambling.
They just make it easier for crooks
to operate.

When Congress passed the Organ-
ized Crime Act in 1970, it also creat-
ad a National Commission on Gam-
bling Policy 1o study the issue and
report in 1976, Congress cut the com-
missions, budget some, however,
when it prnpo@ad four treks to lLas
Vegas, with writers at $100 a day to
look into the "history, mythology
and astrolegy of gambling'. The

"overhead'.

If Congress is considering gam-
bling as a means of balancing the
budget or paying off the national
debt, forget it! The subject already
has been researched by thousands nf
individuals who found that the way

i things are rigged, it just doesn't pay

off.
In addition, one authority poinis

* out that, even in gambling, private
. enterprise is always more efficient

than government bureaucracy.



