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Higher Education Popular Agam

IGHER education is making a
comeback. Oklahoma colleges
and universities are showing gains
in enrollment and students apparent-
1y are approaching classwork with
the idea that there might be some-
thing worthwhile about it after all
Expenses are going up, tco, and at
a faster rate. This is enough to moti-
vate parents to give careful consid-
eration to the investment they may
make in the preparation of itheir off~
spring 1o face a highly unpredictable
future.

One calculation showed that tui-
tion, board, room and personal ex-
penses for four years of college
would amount fo $22,256. A fellow
with a pocket caleulator then figured
that if he put that much money on
deposit at 7.5 per cent interest, he
would have almost three-quarters of
a million dollars by the time he
reached retirement age. He also
would have developed a lot of will
power if he managed not to spend
any of the principal or interest by
then.

A eollege education has cash val-
ue, too. Figures published a few
weeks ago by U8, News & World
Report show that men who have
completed college have average an-
nual earnings two to three timmes
higher than men with only grade-
school edueation.

There are other vajues. Many edu-
cators take a dim view of going te
college simply in erder to earn more
money, emphasizing aesthetic quali-
ties that can add dimension 1o a per-
son's life, They have good argu-
ments, hut since most of these aes-
thetic-minded individuals maintain a
strong interest in receiving sizable
pay checks with regularity, it may

be assumed that a good way of life
and a good way of making a living
are not incompatibie.

Assertions are hedrd that college
is not necessarily.the road that all
should take, THe ¢ampus revolution
of the past decade produced consid-
erable evidence to suppert this prop-
osition,

Entrance requirements were low-
ered by a number of institutions in
an effort to bring in enrollees who
were not prepared for college.
¥rothy and frivolous courses were
initiated in order that these misguid-
ed students might graduate.

No doubt, those who acquired de-
grees under these lowered standards
have learned by now that sociologi-
cal adjustments are not necessarily
adequate preparatmn for the com-
petitive world of business. A degree
may help to obtain an opporiunity

but it is performance that makes

something of it, even in today's high-

ly-regulated  employment circum-
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stances.

Rising costs have Inx'ced a number
of private colleges to close and oth-}
ers are struggling to get enough rev- Z;?
enue and gifts to maintain respecta-
ble faculties and facilities. State in- *
stitutions also are frequently in fi-
naneial siraits, encountaring difficul- |
ty in paying higher salaries, con-
structing new buildings and fielding
football teams with stadium-pack- 5
ing power.

It is reported that there are now
more than 9.3 million studenis en-
rolied in nearly 3,000 institutions of
higher learning in the United States.
Annual expenditures exceed $32 bil-
lion, which is more than one-third of
the $30 billion spent on education.

Fducators claim that it is impossi~
hle to measure the quality of educa-
tion, hut it can be shown that educa-
tion pays off in cash, in personal
achievements and in more useful
lives.



