‘“v. By FerdieJ Deermg
‘Like wage earners who
spend. : their ' incomes” as’

fast ‘as:pay checks can be”

cashed;* the world eats up:
nearly rall it grows ' each

. year and-obligates future
% Ccrops thh‘mcreased popu-
lati

ew " countries’

' have fbeen Jable. to .over~
‘¢'o me* this'fextravagant’

way of living. The United .

. States ig one of them, but
" many*Americans were al-_

mosti panic-stricken -last®

~ year:: when they realized:

- Other', extrermsts are’ ‘de-’ ;
% mandmg that We should
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S upon’ to

~how our: carryover- food 1
' supphes had been deplet—
tedt

Amo n g the reactlons

'have been 'demands. that
we should 1mpose ‘an em-

bargo «“on ~food exports

bE reserve so that everybody’
i may claim equal shares qf, .

the total food suppnes

Neither posmon is, Jusu-
fiable. If “we  shut off ex-:

ports, we. would have SUL= .-

plus’ eommodities stacked
all over the 1andscape and

5, farmers “would "go - bank- -
rupt. If we join the food re- |

serve, we. could be called
g’lve ‘away " toq -
much “and ‘be’ unable ta
feed ourselves SR

Reliable flgures are’

. gearce on just how ‘rauch.
. reserve . food the - world
“has.” At a-world population -

conference in Bucharest in

" August, one Treport -esti-—

mated that the world had

_only a 27-day supply. Earl
L. Butz, secretary of agri-.

culture, disputed the
claim, #aying that it is-
more like..a 400-day food

. reserve. it B
Whichever it is, the mar:

gin of security is not great. -
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AS long as the vast majorl-f

- support from.35 to 47 bil-

‘maintain:

mdlgent people tends to
accelerate y population ins-
creases. . People - become
more- procreative, ‘they -
live longer, and the infant .

. mortality rate declines.

“ Some ‘scientists 'say that

*"the ‘present 'population of

about 4.5 billion already’is
greater than'the earth can
adequately ' as

. free human beinhgs. Others -

argue that the earth could

lion people with the type of
diet” eaten in' the United

. States. The. latter seems to

ty- of the- world's " people’

will not utilize "available
means of limiting the num-

‘“pers of children born each -

year, the food reserve will

continue to decline. ,

¢ ““Most countries have nev-
er- had much more than
" enough to get by from one

harvest to the next.. Often
they refuse to employ new
-methods to- increase thelr )
" food output.

- Even with thls lack of ef~

forts to help themselves,
‘such people arouse con- |
cern of others who would -
. like to alleviate the suffer-:

“ing and death. The United

States has carried on ex-
tensive and expensive for-
Teign aid progra*ns for dec-"
i ades. ; -

lemg food to un&ex:de—
veloped nations” may only
" prolong the - problem, "0t
< have other undesirableue-

1ts, Food control is’ peo-
ple control, “and -leaders
sometimes have ‘used food
donated or financed by the
United States to advance
political ideologies- deteri~
mental to freedom, or an-

tagonistic’ to this country. : ment

. World ‘Council of Churches

" Records: show that mak~

-to stop it. A professor at

be impossibler: foos

‘Still others’ say that the
way to solve the food ‘and -
population crisis is’ for’
those who ‘are eating well

‘Harvard, where many ex-
.0 t1c theories . originate,.
suggests ‘that “if “Ameri-

- cans’ ate like the Chinese,

_ing more food ayailable ta -

‘we'd have most of the ” Yo, when Dr. Henry G.

* Bennett . was waorking in

-for. Rome . November. 5-16,
where about 130 nations «

problem solved '

A World Food Confer-
ence has been scheduled

will try to establish an in-
ternational .-food reserve,
from thch any country

“needing.food would be:able

. such- -a - plan..

“men support . a  food re-

thls- summer

Butz,
. would enter it with a Vspir-
1it of construchve helpful-
"ness, -shart
: taion'!, :
‘want to create’ a govern-
‘nient-owned foo‘d reserve
system,. Qther. top person- |:
- alities in government seem |
..to hold different views.

. - to-check out supplies.. 'Othe

ers would provide..
The U.S. .delegation to
thls FAO. conference may .
be headed by . Secretary .
who-has saxd he

and’ co-oper-

but' he does not

"The Overseas: Develop-
“iCouneil: .and  the

have been plugging for.
So . have |
spokesmen for many of the

nations that will be repre—

Sented :
TA number of ¢Cmgress-

serve plan, Sen. Hubert H.
Humphrey, D-Minn,, intro-
duced a food reserve hill
“a . assure :

needy natlons of emerzen« RE
ey supplies-and to stabilize -
pmces by purchasing grain
in ‘simes  ofsurplus and °
selhngv in nmes of short-

age '\ ; :

‘\

About two m\onths ags,
Sen. Henry Belmion S&id, ;.
"From the unhkehegt

‘places . we are | hearing
. learned talk about food re="

serves, sale of American

. food commodities on’.con- -
. cessional: terms, - fertilizer ~

shortages ‘and | malnutri-
tion. At least a part. of
what is going on 1s a care- -
“fully = organized . effort -to -

* build the ecase. and lobby °

Congress to increase food
giveaway programs . snd

" establish a food stockpile |

io replace the one that re-
cently existed in our gram
surpluses.”

Reaching -way back tn
the’ Truman administra-

the Point Four program, a .
more practical approach

to. the problem may be

found. This idea is to help
.other countries grow more

" of their own food, instead
.of growing .it, hauﬁng it .

over there and gwl.ng it to -
them. - .

In fact, that may be the
“only” solutmm From .'a
‘world v1ewp0mt, the food
shortage is being made

- permanent by the populs-
- tion surplus. This coumtry
> can't feed everybody’ .




