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Cooperstown Next Female Target?

HIS summer the board of di-

rectors of Little League baseball
caved in to demands that girls be
allowed to play on boys teams: Lhat
victory may have done more for
women's liberation than anything
else that has happened lately. It had
been wavering and wobbling.

Now, one of the leaders in the
Mothers' March on Little League is
waving the banner: '"Toddy the Lit-
tle League, tomorrow Coopers-
town!" Women already participate
in professional wrestling, track, goif
and tennis, so what's to keep them
out of professional baseball, football

and hasketball? Looks like a whole |

new ball game!

The 52-word Equal Rights Amend-

ment (ERA) that was approved in
Congress in 1972 has not been doing
too well. It still needs ratification by
five more states. Only three of the 11
that considered it this year approved
ERA, while two retracied previous
ratification.
- The president of the Men's Rights
Association claims that women have
heen a favored, pampered class in
America. He says that they want in
aholish economic preferences for
men, but that they do not want 1o ae-
cept the economic responsibililies.

Groups of women who do not want

to be liberated lest they give up’

some of their privileges also are or-
ganizing to fight ERA. The Ftop-
ERA Committee calls ERA the "iix-
ira Responsibilities Amendmoent'.
Another group is called "IHappiness
of Womanhood”, apparently refer-
ring to the status quo, which they
want to maintain.

However, the federal government
fsn't waitirig for ERA to be ratifled

before stlckmg its bureaucratic nose
into the public schools on this mat-
ter, too. HEW officials have pro-
posed a whole battery of new regula-
tions aimed af ending alleged sex
discrimination in schools from kin-
dergarteil through university.

The proposal bars discrimination
in admissions to public and private
institutions, but does not stop there.
It gets involved in such fundamental
educational matters as athletic
teams, phy®cal education and sex
education right away.

Demands are heard for qualified
women to be allowed to play on any
school athletic team, previousty all-
male territory, but the libbers also
want schools to maintain separate
women's teams in most sports.

The proposal intends to end segre-
gation by sexes in all classes, or
nearty all. The bureaucratic pedolo-
gists don't want anything like boys

_versus girls spelling matches, or oth-
‘er rivalry that might make boys feel

superior to girls, if they wan.

The rules would end all-girl home -
economics classes, even if it became
necessary to draft boy wvolunteers.
All-boy shop classes would be out-
lawed, too. Co-ed physical education
classes seem to be a certainty, but
consideration is being given to allow-
ing sex education to be taught in
separate groups. So far, the rules
would alse permit the use of sepa~
rate boy and girl restrooms.

Use of quotas for boys and girls
would be barred in school activities,
but chances are the voungsters will
always figure cut ways to match up
one and one for social occasions.
They always have. T

The idea of desegregating the sex-
es could be an advantage to the old-
er generation, who have experienced
difficulty in telling whether long-
haired, blue-jeaned individuals are
male or female. Under the proposed
rules, it m]ght not make any diifer-
ence'



