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Bsalm 73

' i ; i - the evil far cats

This 1s the 3esson aboub the evi .

and trhe poor Christian who felt sorrv for himself.

Most Christians, sometine in 1life, face the problem
of tryine to ficure out why evil people QO wrons
and not only ~et away with it, but eet rich at it,

while people who try to do right have a hard
struprle just to zet along.

Why doesn't relision pay off in a visible way?
Yhy do those who do not serve “od propser
while =o00d people endure privatinon and trouble?

Qur lesson text today is the 73rd Psalm and
the Psalmist dies into this problem and tells
how he solved it for himself, with 7od's help.

He found difficulty in reconcilinz the teachines
he Bad received with what he /found in 1ife.

le had been tausht that %od / is rishteous, bu
when he looked around he found that rhe wicked
are prosperous, the xk¥xkex codly suffer, and
his relision did not seem to pay off,

He was ddeply disturbed. It was a matterof life
and death that he find a reasonable answer to
this ironic realitv of life. lis faith was at
stake, If he lost his faith, his 1life would be

shattered, for faith was the / center ahout which
his entire life was orsanied.

As I read this Psalm, I enuld see myself reflected
%% its verses, for I have wondeeed how the evil.
pe

eople prosper so well on a number of nccasions,
Perhpa s you have, too.

“ut we are told not to fret ahour evildoers,
because thev will receive Justive in due time,
while those who trust in God will receive mercyv.

There's ate difference in the long run, and

the final score is in favor of belief in 3od,
hv a laree marein,
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Throushout the Bible we are told that Tnd's
peonle will endure, but that the wicked will

be of a temporary nature. Thev are described &
abominable branches, ashes under the feet,

bad fishers, beasts, brass and iron, briars/thorns
bulls of bashan, chaff, clouds without water,
corn blasted, do=s, dross, early dew that passeth
away, fadineoaks, evil fiss, fools buildinsy up

on sand, morh eaten sarments, scorpions/sernents,
smoke, stony rround, wells wirthout water and
whited sepulchres.

None of these descriptions is intended to be
resarded as complimentary, and there are others.

READ PSAIM 73

The Pzalmist starts off by emphasizigs that 7od
is =ood to Israel, to those who have pure hearts,
and he knows this.

5ti11 that didn't keep him from almosrt falling.
iTis faith was slippin~ and he knew irt.
HNe was about to fall dnwn becausc of his jealousy.
?izht there he revealed the cause of his trouble.
e wad his eves on the material blessinss of

life, and he was jealousf of those whb had more
than he did. He felt like he wasn't cettigs

his share.

Life is filled with what ®%ooks like inequities.

If vou are lookins only at the days or the months,
or even the vears, vou are ant to becoee discourase
by what you see and what vou mave in comparison
with those who don't have faith in 7od.

The poet admitted honestlv that the raason he
was about to fall over the cliff and smash his
faith was his own fault and nor the fault of Sod.
This, in mv oninon, was what saved him, because
it enabled him to rise above thef fogoy thinking
of materialism and the limitatrions of time to

raze upon the lonrer rance concepts of
“od's plans and purposes.,
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The temptation that the Psalmist face was the
dame temptation that everv ambitious voung man
faces at some time or other, not to mention
many women and a few older men.

"e equated wealth and ease with God's favor
and poverty and trouble with God's disfavor,
Yven manv unbelievers do this.,

Ye noted that these fat catsk had everyhing
they could wish for. Thev walked in arrocance
with their pride showinz.all over the place
Thev oppressed other neople, ate the hest mi
steaks, and dressed in $300 suits, and dpove
Linooln Continentals or imported Mercedes-.'enz
so that evervbody would see and envy thm.

They were as insolent toward “od as rhov were
toward their fellowmen, bt rhey oot rich,

It was equally obvious that a Christian migsht
have to suffer becanse he was a Christian,
2ecause he would not jnin *he wiclked in rheir
evil ways, and h a Christian is subiner to
digasters of health, arcident and cconnmics.,

v.11=== Then the Psalmist asked: "Dorsn't “od
know what is enin~ on?" Dorsn't he I'now 1-har
his followers are havin~ all kinds of troubles
while Satan's followers are havin~ ane whale

nf n ~700d time and no troubles worth matinine?

Norsn’'t Tod know all of this?
dnesn't he do somethins ro strai~hten it nut?
After all, we are the ones who deseye the
rood thines of 1life, not 3acan's people.

If he does, whyv

Mavbe he had made a bad barcain by choosin~ to
Follow “od. Mavhe he ousht to reresister and
switch parties. 'le was on the verge of
renoucning his faith in Cod, but he did not
really want to become a traitor to hg faith,

Hooworried abour ix, ‘e stayed awake at nisht,
He stowed around alil day trying

tat rhis didn' e help mbich, e $till frettred

to find an answer
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tefore we v an o discuss haw he fFand rhe
answer, fodae?? Tite fo onnint ont thar T
it is part of 3Satan's nlan a- ainst Tod to
and spread rhis jealousy wner&v&r he can.

I'vil peonle often take on anparenty repectable
wavs in order to attract the -=sod, YWe have an
oxoample of this ~oing on in OC. and TSA rizht
now ir trhe 2lack *j3slens,

These peonle are senaraftionists, in tha thev do
not kr¥¥ksguw want inteeration or eaual rjwhrq hut
they want m se~perarinon with the black p@onle in
char~e of the whites ard mn less important hlacks,

They hmve assumed a puri
nroper, resrectable andm prospernus for this very
reason. Thev dress well, gneak pnilticely, burt
undernearh is ag the fe2linn of hatred and the
willioness to commit vinlence to force rtheir wavs,
This is baviny some effec t in the eommunity, and

it 1is because the pony acll Christians are hein-~
intimidated tno wonder if their faith is a bad deal,

tenical attitude to appear

50 the problem the g3 psalmist faced was not
jnst an nld testrment story, It is stil! with us,
ablv in a numer of forms that affect evervbody,

"he Temnle interusalem was the special place
of 7nd's nresence to the Jews, In the guiet
nrMOO“horn of worshin rthe solution to his
nroblems wasr revealed to rthe psalmist,

verely artending a Temnle service was not what
n10'%cnﬂ the answer, bhut while he was participatins
in a worshin X®¥¥ experience witrh otherhelievers
in Tod kexwasx his heart and mind became receptive
to the mesga~e and direation of 7oad,

Lygl s

‘e hesan to see life fror the vatntare point

of © eternitv, e looked ar thinos frdm the
hakek~ round of 1ife and dea ath, Thinvs take on
veyv different values at trhe end of rhe ”Oﬂd
(;tdokmkr went un when Nixon resi-ned. Somenne
said that if it became known the world would end
Tuesday, stock mkt.would o up as some ~reedy
investers tried to make alast fast buck out of it.
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: When his health fails, Cod remgins

When his spirits saz, 7od remains

Tod is the strenesth of his heart. . .
Fellowshin with God is a blessins of his forever,

The psalmist felt that he, not the wicked, were \
(nder divine jud-oment, and although he was on
the verse of turnine his back on Tod's way, him
nredicament finally drove him to “od,

No wonder he wasked: o
Whom have I in heaven hut vou, ﬁQd. .
What else do I want on earth besides vou, %od!

He went into the temnle of “od and tkere he
understood what would hapnen to the wicked

in the end, and thare he also undestood that
fod has somethins hetter than mere money in
store for his peonle,

somebhins that inflation doesn't devalue and

A valuahle asset unon which we don't nav taxes.

Rerardless of what the future hedd, in heaven

or in earth, this man of faith had all that anyone
could need or want, a lively experience of the
continuinr~ presence of “od.

2nd was his companion, ~uide, and helper.

e is mine, and I am sure that he is vours, too.

for himself and envvin~ the wicked was a foolish
waste of time hecanse the wicked are doomed to
destruction, and he w reallv didn't want anv
part of that,

He realized that sitting arcund feeling srorry

What 2o0o0d is reli=ion? The answer is clear.,
Human strength and wisdom are faultv and prone
to failure, but 7od is hoth strenoth and

sustenance to thnse who helieve, here/ hereafter.
lfe relized also that his feelinns of self-pity

were just as much a waste of time and fonlish
hecause he had an incomparanhle treasure in
his relationship with God, in his faith in "od=.

Millions of people spend multimillions of dollars
everv vear eoine to pBvchiatrists/psvchologists
tryvine to find peace of mind and counsel and
~uidance for daily 1living., Sbome of hhem perhaps

‘e stopped makines a list of things that the find what they are lookin» for., 6thers don't/

wi.cked had and which he would liek to have.

e

sut any of these people could get what they are
looking for and spendin~ money for, free of charqe
if they would attend church and sincerelv seek

rhe wavs of "od.

le started counted his blessines instead.

Maybe he went hack and read the 23 Psalm and
arreed: The Lord is mv shepherd,

I have all I need. A healthy faith deals honestly with doubts and

unresolved conflicts of fXkmx life, A nerson
may find faith any place, but it is more easily
nequired in the fellowship of orher bglievers.

"is perplexities fell into proper focus.

e did not find intellectual answers to all of
his questions, but he found that fellowship with
fnd provides an adequate resoure that enables

That is why resular habits of public worship
a person to cope with the difficulties of 1life.

nrovides maturing Thristians with valuable
inshiths into God's ways with men. Thhat is why
“od has siven us the scripturs and why Chri st
founded his church,

Neslect of public worship results in poverty of
faith, but mere attendance does not in itself
provide the insicht that we need and want. We
mnst let earthly thines fade awav in the

;- li~ht of Tod's presence, Then we will see bhetrer.
F"

Yhat are some of these blessings he contted?
e was always with 7od

"'od held him by the hand

tind ~uided him with his counsel and adviéce
“od would receive him with honor at the edd




