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Rainmaking’s Plug Nearly Pulled

ANY Oklahomans have been

fighting the current drouth for
five years. When the weather was
dry, they made some progress, but
last year's copious rains almost
wrecked weather modification proj-
ects launched in 1971-72.

Tt was like that hillbilly who
couldn't repair his roof when it was
raining and when it wasn't raining.
it didn't leak. The time to prepare
for drouth is when it's raining!

Weather modification is a proven
fact. More than 25 years ago, i was
clearly established by three reputa-
ble scientists that dry ice dropped
from an airplane intn cumulus
clouds would stimulate precipitation,
or if it was raining, increase rain-
fall.

Since then, other malerials have
been found to be effective nucleating
agents, In addition to costly aireraft,
sconomical ground-based generators
can be used to disperse rain-making
particles infc the atmosphere. Silver
iodide is one of the best.

The government has spent millions
of dollars on weather modification
research. Results have been pitiful,
mainly hecause of lack of objectives
and competent direction {oward
solving one of the nation's most ur-
gent problems, intermittent drouth.

Administrators have taken the ai-
titude that weather modification 1o
increase rainfall should not be used
until they are ready to run it. "Don’t
do anything practical until we have
tried out all of our theories and are
ahsolutely sure we know what we
are doing abour weather modifica-
ilon,”" seems to be a reasonable sum-
mary nf aftitudes of those who wand
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to make their research projects last
through their careers. University
and private research agencies care-
fully avoid saying or doing anything
that might endanger their federal
‘coniracts.

Oklahoma probably is in" as favor-
able positon as any state for launch-
ing a wide area program to fight
drouth by seeding clouds. But it will
require more public interest and bet-
ter financing than we now have.

Present projects are finaneed
from municipal funds at Lawton,
from a water development fund at
Stillwater, and from private contri-
butions of farmers, ranchers and
business men in nearly a dozen
counties, All projects are with pri-
vate operators,

State law authorizes municipali-
iies, counties or designated districts
to  voie assessments fto finance
weather modification although none
has done so. Legislation pending in

Congress would autherize the De-
partment of Agriculture to provide
maiching funds for weather modifi-
cation and provides for local control
of projects.

In addiiion to money, we need to
think more about wide area, multi-
state weather modification. Records
show that drouth often begins in arid

regions to the gouth and west, then

spreads over large areas. This is ap-
parently the present pattern.

We are on the verge of a big
hreak through in weather modifica-
tion, hut we have to break the barri-
cade of bureaucracy before we can
crack the clouds, It may be too late
already to save our suminer Crops,
it mavbe we could get something
done before wheat planting time, if
we get busy now. .

Like inflation, drouth is hard to
stop once it gets going, and Washing-
ton doesn't have a simple solution
{or either,
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