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OMEBODY said it du"mg the
New Deal administration, but it

wasg true before then and it will be

true long after Watergate is over
‘and forgoiten, The government can't

Sfarm!

- That doesn't keep politicians from

 riding loudly and heroically o ilhe

rescue every iime farmers get into
difficulty, which is frequenily.
They're willing to do anything that
in spending Ifederal

it might influence
votes in their favor.

The record shows that the govern-'

ment can get mixed up in agricul-
ture (and business and education
and industry and on and on) much
more easily and guickly than it can
get out.

In the present beei difficully, Sen.
Henry Bellmon stated: "Because the
government had a hand In causing
the current situation, cattiemen are
completely justified in asking [or
government heip, in the form of

: -puarantced loans.”

‘. The senator is correct in his analy-
sis that the government had a hand

. in causing the problem. The admin-
istration was trying to solve a con-
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sumer problem, not a farm prob-
lem. Intlation had caused meat
prices 1o go up, because costs of pro-
ducing and marketing meat had

_gone up, dargely due to pressure of

excessive government spending and
regulations.

When consumers yelped, the gov-
ernment tried fo force prices down
by price ceilings and laler by lifting
maat import restrictions. If consid-
eration was given to the effect that
these actions weuld have on the cat-
tle husiness, it wasn't adequate.

Results were disasirous, and now
politicians are asking the govern-
ment to wade in again, without
knowing where it may end. The
prevalent aititude in Washington for

40 yesrs has been that money is the

answer to all problems. If might not
solve them, but If will make those
complaining loudest lower their
vaices for awhile.

You don't have to e a banker, a
1eat packer, a cattleman or a for-

-~ tune teller to see that guaranteed

zovernment loans 1o reiill feedlots
will compound the difficulty. We al-
ready have more meat than the
market wants at present costs of
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production. Unrestricted meat im-
ports will coniinue to overload the
markel, preventing price rises.

Moreover, feedlot operators and
fecders are generally in debt and
want to get back into business'to pay
out. If they porrow from the govern-
ment {or elsewhere) they will have a
hard time making a profit, because
lower prices for feeder calves will
not offsei continued high feed and
operating costs.

Because ol a thin profit margin,
they will have o produce low of fed
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_eaitle, adding to the satiation of

beaf. If they don't go in for big num-
bers, they will have fitfle with which
to pay either their government loans
or prior 1ndebtednes:: :

If beet grading standards are 10w-,
ered, as has been suggested, to bring.
more catile inte the Choice classifi-
cation, consumers may decide meat
isn't as good as it used to be and buy
even less. ’

One control inevitably leads to an—
othar, and too many lead to {urther
disaslers. Why? Because the gover-
raent can't farm, and money from
the federal treasury is not lhe cure:

for every prohlem,
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