FERDIE J. DEERING

MAY 1 6 1974

Reds Winning on Propaganda Fronf

EAR Admiral James B. Stock-

dale of the U. 5. Navy was a
prisoner in Vietham for more than
seven years. This bitter experience
intensified his patriotism and devel-
oped his concern for the future of
America. In a recent address at Chi-
cago, he said:

"Our enemy in Vietnam hoped to
win his war with propaganda. It was
his main weapon. Our captors told
us they never expected to defeat us
on the battlefield, but they did be-
lieve they could defeat us on the
propaganda front."

The war on the battlefield has end-
ed, but the propaganda campaigh is
being waged all across America.
QOur precious rights of freedom of
speech and freedom of the press are
being used effectively by our ene-
mies within to weaken our country.

Americans have unexcelled access
to an almost overwhelming supply of
information, the sheer volume of it
discouraging attempts to sort out the
truth from what is untrue. Neverthe-
less, this must be done, Through our
many channels of communication,
those who would destroy America
are continually seeking to confuse,

divide, and, ultimately, to conquer
us.

The Watergate mania is being
used as a weapon toward this end,
but it is only one of many. Just pun-
ishment for whatever crimes may
have been committed in this ill-con-
ceived and badly bungled incident
would not satisfy liberal newspaper
and magazine writers, nor would it
appease television commentators
who have "fried the case" and ar-
rived at their own verdicts while os-
tensibly reporting the news.

Neither would a just settlement
please the militant, subversive ele-
ment that is frying to destroy the
faith of Americans in all traditional
or established institutions and cus-
toms. They have broken the moral
codes, obtained leniency for all sorts
of law violators, and infiltrated re-
spectable institutions to promote
their un-American ideologies. They
don't intend to stop.

Propagandists and those they are
able to use may present opinions as
news or propaganda as fair editgrial
comment, One national newspaper
has announced that its writers are
autheorized to put their opinions into
their news reports. Authors of books

and magazine articles are rewriting
history to suit political purposes, and
many propaganda lines find their
way into movie and television fea-
tures.

Communists have never made a
secret of their efforts to use propa-
ganda. methods against democracy,
free enterprise, and capitalism.
They may sometimes appear clum-
sy, causing us to regard them as in-
ept. Meanwhile, they have skillfully
placed people who speak their mes-
sage in schools, churches, universi-
ties, government, newspapers, mag-
azines, television, radio and other in-
fluential places. From these plat-
forms, they are able to instill doubt
and disbelief in American principles
in the minds of the young.

Diligent use of our free channels of
communication to spread anti-Amer-
ican propaganda imposes upon read-
ers and listeners a special burden to
determine whether information pre-
sented to them is news or opinion,
fact or fiction, truth or falsehood.

Those sources of information
which are found to be wunreliable
may not be censored or suppressed,
but they can be disregarded.
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ERRETT R. NEWBY

Suite 800 Citizens Bank Tower
2200 Classen Boulevard
ORLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73106

May 16, 1974

Mr, Ferdie J. Deering
Editorial Department
Oklahoman and Times

P. 0, Box 25125

Oklahoma City, Okla, 73125

Dear Ferdie:

I read with pleasure and admiration your Editorial in
this morning's Daily Cklahoman. May I congratulate
vou on the subject of your comments, on its logical

construction and its well worded statements.

I think it presents a problem of which all Americans
should be keenly aware,

With best wishes and personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
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