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My topie is "A Farw Journslist Looks gt The Farm
Probleri,  Ian glad to give you my opinion on the matter., Not
ihat there is any shortage of opinions or the farn: probles, but
because editors are like all other agriculturisis. Ve fesl that if
our opinicn were put into opsration, the problem would be greatly
irinimized if not entirely eliminated.

As an editor, I have any opinions on 7 any subjects,
and instead of giving 2 speech on any one subject, I shall for the
next few rcinutes elininate the speechas - at least the first 20 minutes
of each speech - and simply give you my conclusion on various points
pertaining to the farm: problem. This rray be somewhat like the
stenographer whose employer gave her a dictionary and suggested
that she read it. The next day she expressed disappointment in the
new book. She said that she didn't like it because the author was
continually changing the subject and she couldn't follow the plot. In

order to help you follow the plot of my speech, as I change subjects

I may have to tell you when I get to the end of an item.

1. Agriculture isn't what it used to be. It never was and it never

will be. Changes have taken place and wore lie ahead. Change



doesn't always r.ean progress; bul there can be no progress without
change. There is g lot of traffic frovn. our farms to the cities, and
frow. the ciiies to the farms. Alrost anybody can move fron the
farn. {o town; but nowadays, vou really have to be successiul io be
able to move back to the farm,
Z. Some say agriculture is sick. [heir mournful tones w:ight be
taken to 1 ply thal they are ready for the funeral and pez'gx;anent
disposition of the body. Agriculture has problew:s, certainly; but
is it sick when the American workers can buy more groceries with
an hour's wages tharn ever bzfors, when our nation is the best fed
and best clothe€ on earth, snd when farmers are so advanced in the
techniques of their business thai they can continually supply workers
to industiry and keep on growing more f00d than they can eat?

No, agriculture is not sick. It is in robust health. If agri-
culture were sick, we would be looking for som:e kind of program:
to get farmers to grow more so our children wouldn't be hungry.
Our farm problem is how to keep a healthy giant busy; not how to

put muscles on an invalid.

3. Folks who talk excitedly about the decline in number of farms
often overlook the fact that similar ¢hanges have been taking place

in town. Thousands of small grocery stores have been replaced by



hundreds of superirarksts. So have many other small retail
establishi.ents been replaced by larger single siores or by a

chain of stores under one ownerghip. Agriculiural industry has

been greatly affscted by this change. In Cklahorna in 1240, there
were mwors than 500 cotlnn ¢ins and 32 flour wills, Although the
cotion is still readily availabie and Oklahosra has about the san

avount of wheat in storace as was harvesied in the past two s2asons,

therc are now oniy 278 cotton ¢ins and © flour +ills left in operation.

are a nation dedicated to bigness, and it is aiffecting svary type
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of operation in cur ~ountry - not iust the far-.ers.

4, ‘The philosophy of zzeping averybody on the far. who wants

to farm has failed. w«ven Congress, utilizing the full resources .

of the United States treasury, couldn't do that. Now that we are
operating under a military government in which the high powers in
the Pentagon dominate the affairs of both major political parties, the
password to the treasury is no longer "farm: relief. The password
of today is “national defense.” From now on, farwers will have a

harder time getting any relief from Congress or the treasury.

5. One million of the best farms in the United States, operated
by the better qualified farmers who now run them, can produce wmore

food and fiber than all the farms produced in 1457, a record year.



Nobody in Awerica will stand for a scarcity of food, so we will
always have surpluses. The number of farm s probably will
continue to decline and the size of farms will increass, But as
the acreage allotrnents and fare iny Jranchisses change, we will
continus to have rore than enough., There is no use to fret about
the small farmers belng eliminated {rom agriculiure, They are
already out of favn, production; and as soon as congressn @n catch
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on to whal has hagpened, suall farirers will be out of farm politics.

i

8. Acri-pusiness, agri-dynasizs, and vartical diversification
are amon¢ the naw Wwords and phras:s that agve -0 < into the

agricultural vocabulary inrecent ysars., They raflect zn effort to
link up the busiress of growinc raw agricultural materials to the
businesses related to the processing and wmargsting 8 agricultural
commodities. They sound good, and ¢ive us son ething to talk about;
but they are at least 2% years too late. Had sox.c agricultural
visionary of the 197 J's identified these related industriss with
agricultursal production, we would be better off. He might hayv: been
mobbed by farmers, but they would have been better off. Now these
processing and marketing industries are definitely identified with
and a part of urban industries. Farmwers will never get thenm: back,

no matter how many titles we invent to make it look like we will,



7. ‘T'he fastest-changing thing in agriculture is the definition
of a farmily-sized farn.. The USDA and the various fars organizaiions
have o keep changing their definitions of a fanily fary so that they

can prove some still exist.

8. Farmears are producing 28 percent more than they did in 1540,
vwilh about the sarme total resources. There are about one~third
less ferf’:,:afs. ‘ﬁ?s gons now with wmore ooaterials and mmachines,
fawer men and r.ules. liobody should ficurs on going into faraing

now unless he can do sow #thiny a rrachine can't do. The next danger

is that son.ebocdy will invent ar IEL. -achire 1o write articlas for
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farw magazinas,
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Agricultural sconomists have had ~uch o say laiely about
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the fact that off-farm income is increasing so that about $1 in
every $3 comies frouw an ofi~farm scur~=z. This off-farm income

on high-producing farrs now is abonut ou:-Iourth of the total; and

on low-producing farms, it is three-fourths of the total. A survey
in one Oklahoma county recently, showed that only 14 percent of

the farmers there depend entirely upon agriculture for their income.
This is not news {o us, because it is a part of the Oklahoma quick~
shift system. Other people are catching on to it. In Cklahoma, for
a long time, about the only farmer who survives is a conservationist

who follows a good rotation of crops, livestock, and oil wells.
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10, There's a lot of talk about a two-price system to dispose of

our surplus farw commodities. V. e have had a twe-price systew

for many years. Our No, 1 agricultural warket is the population

of the Tnited States, Cur next best market is the world market.

Qur two-price syster: has besan io charge the United Stsies customers
all that they will pay, and then add a little more in the form of taxes

i support government paymrents.,  Lhen we scll whai's left on the

world rearket end Jond the other countriss rronay to buy it with at

helps in v international diplon acy. Ve can always tell who our
enemies gre. Thay 2re ihz countriss that can buy Awerican farm

produc¥€with our waney %or 1255 ronay than Americans can buy it.

11.  Oune aspect of thz far~ rrobler is the diet fad thel is sweeping

the country, Millions of Amaricans have been told that they are too

fat, and that they will live loncer if they are not o fat. Some may

not have much reason for living longer, but they want {o anyhow.

Science and technology have increased agriculiural output per man

by use of iniproved machines, new chemicals, and better manageirent,
The output per animal has been increased by better breeding and feeding.
The production per acre has been increased by better varieties,
fertilizers, and irrigation. Agriculture in the United States is producing
at the speed of a rocket and marketing like a firecracker.

People today are not working hard enough to eat as many potatoss
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and as much bread as they used to. It dossn't take ag mush energy

to nush butions, At the sanme time, doctors are advising everybody

to uo on g diety charging 35 for esch advics so that the dociors won't
have to go on o dlat,

The solution to the fary problen is really very simple. Wwe

able to be fat and popular io be plump, This
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plished readily by encouraging everybody to eat at

leasi Jjouy meals & day. This not only would ceduce the {arm surplus
aaterially, but it would help 10 ofiget the recessicn that information
eXparts say we are neading inio.  The change in eircuinierence that
iight result 2o zaling dcuy weals a cay would require wany new
garweis, wiich would nzlp 10 uss up the surpluses of colton and
wool., Much additionai lgbor would have to be provided to make and
sell thess new gavnents. _als soividdon oay sou da iitile foolish
and facetious, but have you ever heard about how acreage allotuments

and the soil bank solved the sa:r.e probler?

12. The other day I received a letier frow: one of our readers,
saying: “I shudder to think what would have happened to the cattle
business had the government gotten into it. 1 raise cattle in
addition to wheat and cotion farming, and if the government ever
gets into the catile business, T am quitting pronto.” This pariicular

western Oklahoma farmer settled there with his father nine years



bafora statehood in the Kiowa country. He says that he has warmed
iy hide with cow chips fire and have eaten so wany rabbiis I still
get nervous when I hear g dog bark; but I will never like being
fenced in by all this govarnment hokuw by pretending Lo help the
poor farmer.”

Voe dor't nead a better object lesson in con paring the effect
of government controls ané free competition than exists with the
beef cattle and dairy industry. ‘The dairy industry has had just about
all kinds of governiment help, vangine irog: a tax on wrargerine in a
futile sifort tc squelch a cow petitor, to fsderal margeting orders
and price supperts. PBeef caiile, on th2 other hand, have escaped
these helps. The escape has been narrow in a number of cases,
but at least we do not nave governmaeant iceboxes stacked full of beef.
Today the beef cattlemen are much better off, price-wise and
otherwise, than the dairy industry.

Last September in Washincton, in an interview with Secretary
of Agriculture Benson, I raised a gquesticn along these lines. He
replied that the commodities which were in the greatest difficulty
today were those that the government had helped the most; that those
commodities which the government had helped least are getting along

better.

Need we say more on this subject.?

13. - In the current series of Little Abner, the sage of Dog Fatch and



satirist on the American way of life, a peculiar bird has entered the
scens. Iam not sure just what kind of bird it is, or what it's purpose
is yet; but it reminds me a great deal of the farn problern: and the
efiorts of Congress to solve it. In the series a few days ago, Pappy
Yoakun was sleeping off a bait of preserved turnips when a small

bird 1t on the ground near hiro. This bird laid an egg bmqex than

it was. ['his hatched out another bird which laid an egy bigger than
it was. FEach time thore was a bigger bird and a bigyger egg.

50 it is wiih the farm probler:. The government progrars has

not solved the {aruers' problems, and looking back, doesn't seew:

to have had wuach effect on them. The trend that has required farmers
to expand or expire has moved ghead regardless o7 good times and

bad, drouth or flood, depression or prosperity, war or peace, and

all other efforts tc change the course of far history., The government
will not requlate the farmer into prosperity in 1558, and probably will
not even aggravate farmers into a new declaration of independence

for agriculture. The reason for this is that Americans are people

who will fight anybody, any place, any time to preserve their right

to vote, and then they will sleep right through an election.

It is the editor's prerogative and res;:bnsibility in
discussing matters of this kind to view with alarm, point with pride,
wave the flag, and to hold forth the hope that good must ultimately
triumph over evil. I hope that is the case for agriculture and this

speech.



