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“Agriculture isn’t what it used |
to be;
will be.”

This was tlge openmg remark
made by Fer eering ‘é‘dnm
man, in-a “’edn@sdaMpeech to
the Ada Rotary Club. Deering. a
former Adan. chose as his theme
“The Revolution in Agriculture”
and elaborated on the impact of
the changes on rural and urban
relations.

The Oklahoma City editor pro-
duced charts, filled with facts and
figures. to illustrate the drastic
“talterations  which have taken
place in U. 8. farming in the past
20 vears.

“There has been a sharp drop
in the number -of commercial
farms and a corresponding rise
in the amount of acreage per
farm,” he disclosed. “Whereas
farm population bas decreasec
rapidlv, investment in farms ha:
increazed greatly and output per
worker and agricultural price
have followed an upw ard treng
for many vears.

“There have been ma}m
Tutions in all;
i society, rmf nr

reve
reas of Amﬂx lea
toon the farm.,” h
declarad. “The farmer is now, o
the whole, nperating in the res
After a steadv increase and pea
during the Korean conflict, tt
trend has been downward. Far
spending is now much more sin
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ilar to urban expenditures.
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Foodé (heaper Than in '33

At this point, he baucnd to re
flert on recent nhargec that “agri.
ritlhiire iz siek:

“Adrienlture [ ig°not sick.”
commented. “The  housewife
America can nOW’_,

he
in
uv a great

Aeal more food pargdnliar earned

bv the famiy bxpadwmner Food
is cheaper ‘today ‘than it was in
1923 hecause factory wages are
mich higher and it takes
labor ta “earn:‘a broportionate
amount of meney with which to
purchase food.”

Deering acknowledged that
ovroblems do ex[ﬁ»«in agriculture
today, but he trsidted: “Qur _nrob-
lem will Mot be sived in Wash-

ington. *The y of ‘keep
every] » ORTE: . farm who
w ants ﬂ

y%ﬂ le farm’ had
been “dist¥ re because it
was founded  on  the artificial
basis of goverrdmient cuopmtmg an
unprofitable biiéiness”

He pointed to the fact that
farins in Pontotoc County have
decreased from a,figure of 2.500
in 1937 to the present 1.608; of
them. only 300 produce 90 per
cent of the countv's farm produc-
tion. He illustrated how the gen-
eral trend is awayv {from small

subsistance farms. although more

people are engaged directly or
indirectlv in agricultural produc-
tion today thax ever before.
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Fushmn of Plumpness ‘Would End Surpluses—

Over - Productive Capacity Named
By Deering as Magor Farm Problem

Bound to Have Surplus
“It is self-evident that we can
i raise more than we can eat.” he
jnoted. “Thus, we are bound to
have a surplus. Many ideas have
been put forth on how we can-
control surpluses.’

He added facetiously: “Recent-
Iy, I spoke-to Secretary of Agri-
culture Ezra Benson and gave
my idea on what to do about |
surpluses. He commented that he i
had received thousands of solu-:
"tions, but never one  such as|
‘mine. I merely proposed that!
everybo_dy should eat four meals|
a day, instead of three. Doctors |
should show people how to be-!
come plump instead of encour-
aging. dieting.”

“I"believe- the answer is to
make it fashionable to be plump
rather than slim. It would prob- |
ably even rejuvenate the lagging |
cotton production if everyone!
were forced to buy larger sized

1 clothing,” he’ chuckled

Deering ended his vemarks ovi

urging utban people ‘fo adjust |

their thinking to the new
cept of a dyvnamic ag:
and the multitudinous bs]
facmg the farm pl)pu‘a'inr
“Agriculture one industry
cannof, Withg
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we exist

cmﬂcludﬂd “Our pmble'm b
be solved by men on the faxm
who have the skill. know-how
and farsightedness te 'r_p_cognire
their problems and .cope \kitn
1h<m on a business-like batis



