Spesch to Ada Chamber of Commerce, May 19, 1849

ad 1ib introd.

Tt is a pleasure to be back among home folks. I was impressed by some

of the fellows I went to school with--how they've gotten bald and fat and

soune of them look like they mi ht be 35 or 40 years oldil

L

¥aking a spees? to a crowd like this is just about as tough an assign-
ment as you souldﬂégﬁéihﬂThe eager looks on your faces might be intense

Jdnterest, curicsity or just wateh the dumb cluck mske a donkey out of himself.

Really, you're not fooling me on that. I've been to enough banquets to

know that ,& tough steak and a poor speaker is a psrfect way to spend a migerable

_evening, We didn't have a tough steak but that may not make this event an
gxception.

In the past 60 days, I can recall having attended something like 100

meetings, breakfasts, barbecuss, luncheons and dinners, making about two dozen

speeches in the process and listening to 794 others, with varying degrees of

interest,

In doing this, I have eaten everything from %% heef steak, with

rie ala mode, to frisd mutton that had besn given a ham cure. I've iraveled

{in the last 60 days) over 9,500 miles=--about 5,000 nile- by train, 2800

miles by air, 1700 or 1800 miles by car, a couple of hundred milss by bus,

and quite & piece by taxicebs. I've stayed in hotels where I couldn't get
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& wink of sleep and attended beanguets where I couldn't stay awake. I've
tried to take care of my correspondence, write a few columns of type now
and then, manage the editorial end of a fairly large and widespread éubli«
cation, stay on the company payroll and church roll, and still find time to
 visit with my widow and orphans ococasionally.

%ell, it's a ;reat business, snd I like it, and I'm getting fat on it,
Bald, too., Wear glasses and false teeth and may start pricing hearing aids
any year now,

One thing I enjoy as I go around the couniry is meeting people who used

to live at Ada, I don't know how many things Ada manufactures and exports,

but I an keenly sware that it exports people. I don't know how much of a
chambar of commerce project it is te get people out of town, but thers sure
are a lot of former residents around the country. I remember when I left
here-«=wsll, let's forget that, It amight turn out it was a chamber of com-~
nerce éehieveﬁant to get me out of town. Anyway, Th' Pessihist commented

about that time that when a feller left his home town for ths city, you

couldn't glways tell whether it was ambition or _ossip that caused him to zo.
%ell, lots of people leave Ada for some reason, And most of them look back
on it with considerable pride,

Thore is jood reason for people to take pride in their Ada residence.

I do. I'd be proud of it if I still lived here, too. Ada is & nice sized
eity, beautiful homes, fine schools, sreat churches, loyal citizens, good
neizhbors, excellent stores, thriving business and progressive agriculture.
What more could you want? I'11l tell you this--~I've visited a good many
dogen cities in the size proup with Ada that doesn't have half the advantages

that Ade hos.
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I have looked over your 1949 chamber of commerce program of work, and

can find in it evidences that all of these desirable features of a good city

are going to be meintained, end others added. We know that because we have
geen it done and we know the men who are in positions of leadsrship, the men
who have the raesponsibility to see that it is done.

Your committees on agriculture, education, legislation, industries, civie

affairs, highways and roads, retail business and aviation just about cover the
field. Under eamch of thess headings you have outlined most constructive and
smbitious .goals, There may be some things you have overlooked, but I am &t

s loss to suggest any additions. The way your membership has grown in recent

years shows that the town is behind the projects, and that's steam encugh to

o r P
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move nearly snything.

P
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T was iumpressed by the size and scope of your agricultural program for
© o

the coming yesr. You are recoznizing agriculturs for what it means to Ada's

prospsrity. Right along with it, you are jiving full-scale assistance to the
fara boys and girls., Their future will largely be determined by the encourage-

ment you are giving them, and the futurs of our country will be shapod by the
way they turn out. ~ o o o o P T S

=

From time to time we hear the remark made that Oklahome is changing froa

e

a farming to & manufacturing state. Recently I have heard a speaker in Oklahoma

Gity assert: "We are making the tramsition from an sgrarian to an industrial
economy in Oklahoma.”

It is & fact that Oklahoma is doing a preat deal toward development of

present and new industries that will provide jobs for many people and payrolls

to make businsss. e should do more along these lines and no doubt will, but
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to assume that we are discarding or diminishing agriculture’s importance in
favor of industry is a misteke. We are fooling only ourselves if we make

that conclusions

3

The 1ife blood of Oklahoma ee aazriculture, Income from farm

¢

markatings in Oklahoms in 1948 smounted to over 706 million dollars., Income
from agriculturs is probably twice the income from the producing oil wells
in this state, It is greater than that of any other industry. Agriculture
employs more people than any other industry in the state,

Agriculture always has been and will continue to he Cklahoma's most

important industry. It is the only one we canft gst aleny without, ¥Wo can

3

do away with our oil wells, our airplanes, our retall stores, ths banks, post
offices, ané railroads. It would be inconvenient, surely, but in times past
we have gotten along without them, and I think that is proof we could do it
azain, But stop faraing and you stop eating., In bad ysars with short crops

or with poor distribution, who zets hungry first? It is the city people who

suffer first and longest, Look at the situation in G@rmany, or remember the

line-ups in ¥ew York City during the meat shortage. It dooun% prove that city
people are any more dependent on agriculture than farm people, but T think you
will agree that they are just as dependent on agricultufe as the man who grows
the cropg.

Ada is not far from the farm. Shut down the dairy and a few other in-

dustries here that depend directly on the soil to keep them going, and you
will have a lot of clerks, baners, and filling station opsrators looking %o

see where the next dollar is coming from. With few exceptions, all the people

in this room sither came from & farm, or theilr parsuts csme from e farm, or

they ow own a fara somswhers, or would like %o 8w+ one. You are only one
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gensration away from the farm by ancestry and you are only a few days away
from the farm as far ag your sppetits, your business, and your progperity are

soncerned. Your vary 1ifs is interlocked with that of the farm.

In Okluhoma we can't ssy: "Here is the city, and there is the country.”

Tt is really all one unit, snd we are all Oklahomans together. Whether we run
8 tractor on & farm, a stors on msin street, a machine in a facltory, a type~
writsr in an office, or & bank on the corner, we are all Oklahomans together.
As Oklahomans, we've got to pull tegsther for our mutuel prosperity.

Te are now producing shout one~third more sgricultural commodities in
E &

the United States than we did in the years before the war but our population

also hes been incressing and probebly will continue to increase. Application
of conservaticn and soll improvement measurss are makiag much of our land

i P
mors productive. 4s w2 continue to mechanize our farms, davala% higher préﬂ
dueing crop varieties, and mors thrifty livestock, agricultural production
will increese further. ¥We have under way & progra=n for fertilizing cur land

and irrigsting thousands of scres in Oklahomz elone. That msans nore production,

fhenicsls are making it possible to aveld amany disastrous crop years dus %o

fic}

Cur bi-zest problem in the years ahsead is 1o help feed

ation on & bslter basis, by doing a better job of processing

gricultural products of Oklahoma.
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The Secrestary of fzriculture, Charles F. Brannon, dgbgfggg; waeks ago
emphasized this point very forcibly., He sald: "For now ag;ieulturs aust do
a better job of menaging, After the First World War ws falled to maintain
our meri-zbs and we failed to adjust our asgriculturs to postwar senditions.
We lost markets abroad and we lost markets at home. Farm prices crashed soon

after the war and siayed low in relation to other pricss [ro many hesartbreaking
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yesrs. Our economy was out of “alance, and the nation paid a bitter price.”
Yany of you remembsr that prise that we pald, and I know that you are
interested in deing everything thet is pessible to avoid paying that price

pzain, _In an interview I had with Senator Robert §. Kerr, he expressed the

_belisf that we do not have a surplus problem in this country, but rather &

problem of distribution. He belisv g our greatest problem is find snough
acros to support the available demand rather than finding demand for what
we can produce. What we have seen in the use of by-products of agriculture
for plastics and industrial uses, and what we have seen of feeding sweet
potatoes &s a substitute for corn or othsr highe~pretein concentrates, svidsncs
the vast and unexplored field and, thersfora, oppertunity for greater and
varisd usas of farm products now being produced.

We have had wuch to say about developing our industries in Oklahoaa,

and that we must do. 7 am convinede, however, that _the industries we build

must be bassd upon the soil. If we are expecting to move General Hotors

down here from patroit, we are certain of disappointment. I think the same

fen

is ture in expecting some other biy lndustry to acve ibs ma jor opsrations

e

fros the Wast to the West. If we are to do a rzal job of developing our

ol

industry in Oklshoma, it will be along the lines of providing nesns %4 do a
more thorough job of processing our sgricultural commodities before shipping

then to the consumsrs in obther states.

The nation's farm problem is not a question of how to grow 1%, bub how

to use it up after we grow it. Ths administration®s epproach %o the answer

now appears to be an effort to compel the consumers to eat it up and wear it

out becavse farm commodities will be so cheap they can't do otherwise. The
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“proposal is to pay the difference bstween that and a fair prise %o the farmer
out of the treasury. Thus the administration's "farm program” bscomes & con-

gumar BunNsidye.

§51

Farlisy this month I spent a week in Washingbton attending the spring

[

meeting of the Americen Agricultural Editors' association. Owr program

consisted of conferences with top agricultural leaders, both in the govern-
ment and out. Ve even called on President Truman and had our plcturs made
with him on the White House lawn.

/The President received us cordially, reuminded us that the present farm

progrem started in 1933 when the democrats took ovsr and that it would continue
i# the farsers knew which side their bread was bubtbered on. This last quip
wes omitted from the official White House relsase of the meeting, Some radio
commeniators found our and tried to make something of it, but the editore
didn't teke it seriously.

That we did take seriously wes the alerming stampede toward socialisz

e Vepody X P
thet is ta

place in Washington. We didn't see any Communisys thati we

know of out we &id 320 & lot of Scoislists.

PR

Fottest session of the week, perhaps, was with 0.V. Wells of Bureau of
Agricultural Economiecs, Ralph Trigg, president of Comodity Crsadit Corp. and
PUMA representative, snd W. A. Meyer, Ressrach and Yarketing Act adaministrator.

. The marketing problen was brought out as the fundementel fram problem in the
™

35 hour crossfire discussion.

"oome obeervers think that dissster has slways been just about six nonths
ahead of us,” saild Wells, one of the nation's top sconomists, "but BAE has

indications of a bright outloolr for as long as 25 years. Most econounic fore~

E

_castes are bassd on the amarkets of the last two or three days.”
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In general, Wells was optinistic. Ho was asked, "what do you mean when

vou refer to normal?” Wslls replied, "I'd say normal is when workers have
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sir jobs, which a great many people do n@t now have,”

As the G6C and PMA are the agencies set up to handle the present {or
proposed) farm programs, Ralph Trig: came iu for some sharp questions, He
said adjustments defini taly are ahed and sevaoral hundred people alrsady have
been addad to loan operations ou commiiments now ssheduled for cotton, peanuts,

EN

wheat and other commodities. "Ws will have = farm program from now on,”

"Fhe people and conarass heve decided that.” There is no quota
on copn this vear. Ths decision about whest supplies must bs made by July
, 1948, and a vots taken by July 25 if there are to be quotes on next yoar's

whent ocrop. The sotton declaration is due by Hovember.

"1t is becoming increasingly diffiocult to sell our surplus gsowmodities,”
Trigg said, "Furcope will continue ito buy as long as they can get dollara.

‘hey can ot dollars as long es the ECA program contlnues.” He pointed out
Gee hwas suthority %o borrow $4,750,000,000, plus other monsy to run tho total
above &5 5illions., He defeuded production payments as a means of assuring
dollars spent for price supports. *e said the proposed

progrem is "one of abundance instesd of one of scarcity.

"mhe whole goal of the department of agriculture is to shift over to =

livestook ﬁemnony, said Trigg. T asked what we are going %o shift out of,

He roplied we're shifting out of grain and row crops. (1.8, incom= from orops

lagt year was £1%,58%,844,000, from livestock and livestock products

&

$17,4524,0569,0060, 1In fklahome last vesar our income from cropes was just a
3 ] & v

15ttle aore than helf our tobtsl cash farsm income.
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You are ou the right track here in basing your agricul tural program on

{ dairying and other livestock. Dr. Karl D. Butler of Washington D.C. was &

recent caller at my office. He said: "Animal agriculture is important to
labor and to industry because more than half of the gainfully employed people
of the Tnited States are engaged, directly or indirectly, in the production,
procesging and handling or food,

"Of these, eight out of ten ars engaged in produciang, processing and
handling the high-protein foods - the animal produets. When animal products
disappesar {rom our t&blés, labor and industry feel the‘effects even before

the farmsrs, Labor loses both its jobs and its zood meals,”

O“thﬁﬁaCkhﬁf “ﬂn£W¢ggEh\*Nwm'B Pt oion el -
One official was asked about soc;axlsm, He replied that socialism may

JAN
mean government co»sper&tism, p&rtlelpa ion or inbterference, depending on

how you look at it. 1In any case, he said, the trend is toward increasing
government influence on the economy.
Secretary Bramnen and aides often used the term "to set a floor on farm

income below which it is not in the interest of the national egonomy to fall.”

We wondered if there were a ceiling above which 1t is "not in the interest of
national esconomy” for farm income to rise?

A few days ago Sec. Brannan visisted Texas and Cklahoma to try to drum
up some enthusiasa {or his proposed farm program. It has generally wmet with
a cold reception thus far., Ho spoke at Stillwater, and 1 was discussing the

occasion with a friend, I asked: "Did the secretary sell you on his farm

program?" The fellow, who isn't a farm expert, :%ell, not exastly, but he

gure confused hell out of mel"

This adds up to something that is most important to the future of freedom

and democracy in this country. Right now, we are all pretty badly confused.
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I am convinced that the politicians want us to stay that way. They can put

over nearly anything if the people are confused.

The real solution to the farm problem is to produvce effisieaﬁly and

abundantly, to grade and process and market properly, so that the consumer

san have plenty at a reasonable price. That is somewhai oversimplified,

but it shows that the business men of Ada, and of every other town have a
stake in sgriculture. IP we are to save ourselves from complete regimentation,
we must think and scto together to éalve gome of our own problemss, instead of
depending entirely on Washington to do it. The‘poliaiﬁians may sélve our
problems and dissolve us.

One significant development that symbolizes whet agriculturs means to

all of Oklahoma is the new agricultural center in COklahoma City. It was

‘dedicated last Oectober with a dramatizetion depicting the reclamation of
Oklahome lands for the new day ahead, It was only s little over & half century
azc that Okluhcmans made ths historic run to claim land and begin development
of that part of our state. This run beceme the symbol of rapid setilsment
and exploitation of the new land. Today, after the bitter experience of drouth
and dust bowls in the midst of the depression of the 1930%'s, Oklahuoma is a
different state. W= recognice the importance of conserving ths soil and
building for the future.

¥ow in operation, under the direction of Oklahoma A, and M. College, the

160 acres demonstraticn farm that will bioome & show-place for all Oklahoma

crops so that visitors may ses what we are doing in an agricultural way in
this state.

Plang are near completion for a vocational and technical high school

that will provide extraordinary opportunitiss for our young people to learn
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to make a living for themselvss is in the meking under the direction of the
Oklehoma City School Board, and the northeast guarter of this tract of land
has been reserved for this purpose.

The south half is the site for the new Uklahoma State Fair Grounds, with

a coliseum that will house our 4-H Club boys and girls for all their-lives%ock
shows, plus & stadium that will provide opportunity for all sorts of entertain-
ment featurss. This Pair Grounds will then become the conmecting link, in

thet it will provide e show place for the iudustriél and commercial agencies

of Oklaioma's business 1ife as well as the high p&inﬁ of the agricultural

world.

The development of this piece of property into an agricultural center

that will be unsurpassed anywhere in the United States is symbolic of the
development that is teking place in Oklahoma in which agriculture, buginess,
and industry are coming to recognize that their interests are interlocked
and interwoven to such a&n extent that each wmust work for the others’ prosperity
if our state is to prosper. We must sesk out our opportunities and make the
most of them. We must recognize our limitations and not waste effort on futile
anbitions.
2

Ada is fortunate city, the capitol of a rich farming area, Oklahoma is
a great state, and it will be;ome aven greater as all of us devote our energies
%o & sebier understanding of the problems and opportunities that are ours and
then work for ths gereral development of our greatest industry - Agriculturs.

We are not city, not country; we are all Oklahomens together, And all leahéma's

future rasts upon the soil.




