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July 3, 1947

Dear Mr, Deering:

I was glad to get your good letter and to kmow that
you enjoyed the short visit you had with us, I feel, after
reading your letter, that another personal visit is desirable,
S0 many of the points raised can best be agreed vpon in a face-
to.fece discussion,

To that end I would like tc request that you come
here again, and if that is sgreeable to you, to do so abt your
eariiest convenience, Considering that your time might be
vpretty well taken up during the week because of your vacation,
it might be that you would prefer to be here on Saturdsy., Would
like to have you here Saturdsy, July 12, if that would be agree-
able, Or, if possible for you tc be here sooner, that would be
even better because I am leaving for Arizons July 18 to be gone
three weeks, -

I am pleased to say that you made a favorable impression
and all of us feel that you are the man we have been looking for
to Join us in the great work Prairie Parmer-WLS are doing, As
Editor of Prairie Farmer you will have the opportunity to head
the biggest Job in agriculture today.

To be more specific as to questiomns you dbrought up
end for your thinking prior to visiting ue again, I would like,
as to salary, to start you at $10,000 a year with a bonus now
of $2,000 annually.

Regarding stock, there is an opportunity here to par-
ticipate in the stock holdings, but I believe the amount of your
interest is something that can best be left for personal discussion.

Vhat I want is someone who will give the Midwest farmer
the news and all other information he needs regarding agriculture,
and give him the economic and financizl trend probabilities that
affect his business of farming., Prairie Farmer is a home and



Mr. Deering " 7/3/47

family paper, too, so I want the best and most interesting infor-
mation at all times for mother and the boys and girls, I am very
proud of the fact that our fleldmen go right up to the house and
renew Prairie Farmer subscriptions without even having to bother

to see the man if he is out in the field, Preirie Farmer uses no
premiums whatever, When the Mrs, goes and gets her money for
renewal, she does so because she, too, likes %o read Prairie Farmer,

You need not worry about having smthority and freedom as
Biitor, You will be in full charge of the editorial department as
well as have every opportunity to be one of the leaders in the whole
orgarization,

I d0 not believe the house situation is as serious as it
was severel months ago. dJohn Beker, who hes rejoined us, taking up
hig duties July lst, seld his home in Washington and was able to
buy another one in a Chicago suburb, and made a profit on the deal.

Ls to moving, we would expect to defrsy these expenses,

Regarding termination of commections, I do not feel that's
even necessary to talk about, I am asking you to come with us with
the idea we all feel you are going to be with us permanently., Should
you, for any reascn, sever your conrnections, you may rest assured
that you will receive every consideretion and a most fair treatment,

If there is any point in this letter that does not meet
your wishes, we can discuss such points when you're here., I wart
to give you every opportunity to make a great and Influential posi-
tion for yourself, and do a real Job for Midwest agriculture -through
your goocd work in Prairie Farmer,

Iooking forward to seelng you July 12, or seoner if you
can make it

Yours sincersly,

Wit 7

BDB:MC Publisher

Mr, Ferdie J. Deering
1407 Sherwood Lane
Oklahoma City 6, Oklshoma



July 8, 1847
Dexr M¥r. Butler:

Every man traveling the road of life from time to time
comes to intersections, Sometimes it is a crossroads, and at
other times it is a fork in the road, The right road to choosse
is not always plainly werked. I have come to & fork in the road.
My road divides, ani down each of the lanes shaad I can visualize
the opportunities for service and profit that beckon. Zach road
is attractive and inviting., Perhaps challenging is s better word,

¥hich to choos=2? My choice will determine uy entire future,
It must be mads with care and deliberstion, Yot it must be msde,

2 :

I faal the time has come, I¥ is not an easy decision to make.

Your letter of July 3 certainly is sn attractive proposition,
To me, it is a flatterinz one, The fisld that Prairie Farmer-GLS
serves is s rich and important ome, Ths editor of your publication
certainly occupies an influential position. The Tesponsibility is
zreat, but there are many compensations im pr-ostige and other wars.

Yet, hers I occupy a similzr position., True, The Farmer-Stock~
man is not as old, is not as rieh in tradition, and its territory
is not as closely geared to the national welfare. Yet, the south-
west is home to me, I know it and love it, My present connections
have been pleasant and profiteable, I have no complaint.

I could elnborsts on the couparison of these two psoitions,
but it is not necessary. You will agree, 1 am sure, that each of
them has its own peculair advantages, I have wsizhed them from
every sugle possible, The balance has slways tipped in the same
dirsc‘ion, and I havs concluded that it iz best for me not to
change positions at this time,

It is wmy sincer-st hépe that my dsliberations have not
caused you any serious inconvenienca, I understand you have sous
other men under consideration, ¥Neo doubt, you will bes able to
make s highly desiradle selection from amor; them, Althouzh I
know of only one, possibly two, agricultursl sditors who can
mest your specifications on ﬂuaz;fle”tlapa, age and ex¢%riense,
1 am sure that with what you have to offer yvou can altract most
of them, if you choose, % ars as pecul ug I am, l SuUppose,
but I am afraid that when I walked down s Chicago strest with my
fest in the slush and my head in the smo;, I wO‘ld alwaye long
for the fresh air and sunshine ol the Grest So

yo
Fay




Page 2

Thank you very Page 2

Therefore, I think it would s to the advantaze of all
that 1 not undertake another visit to Chicazo just now, as
suggested in your letter. I do sinesrely appreciste the
consideration that you 'havs given me, and the many courtssies
extended by your fine staff, It Ras besn & plessure an:d an
inspiration to make your acquaintance and theirs,

I regret that we have not been able to make a connection,
I am surz that it would have been pleasant and rrofitable. 1
fully realize that this might eas ilj be the zraatest opportunity
I sver will have to get in the "Big Leagues" of the agricultural
paper field. 1 just feel that =y place is in the southwest, and
even the opportunity that you have extendsd has not bittersed
doan that feeling,

If I can be of a- 31stmnoe to you in athex ways, I will ba
very hopy Lo have you c¢all upon me, i ith kindsst rezards and
despest eppracistion, I remain ‘

Yeurs e truly,
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July 23, 1947

Mr. Ferdie J. Deering
1407 Sherwood Lane
Oklahoma City 6, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Deering:

I wonder whether I can impose on your good nature to ask
you a considerable favor. In our long distance conversa-
tion early in July you gave me the names of Mr. Sam Whitlow
and Mr. Jim McFatridge, who you thought were potential pros-
pects for the editorshin of Prairie Farmer.

The connection was not too good that night and I was not

able to get all the information on these two men that I am
sure you gave me. The favoer I am asking is whether you
would be kind enough to put down in writing yourknowledge

of the backgrounds of these two men. I would appreciate

as much detaill as you can possibly give me. _

For your information, Mr. Butler left here last Friday for
Arizona where he will spend about three weeks. He left

in good spirits and I believe that the warm climate out there
will be conducive to the betterment of his health.

I will be most grateful for this favor if you can grant it,
Mr. Deering, and I can assure you that if we ever have an
opportunity to reciprocate in any way we want you to have no
hesitancy in calling on us.

Xindest regards.
Sihecefely yo

Geo. R. Look
GRG:r Treasursr ’
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July 29, 1947

Mr. Ferdie J. Deering
1407 Sherwood Lane
Oklahoma City 6, Okla.

Dear Mr. Deering:

Thank you so much for your letter of July 28
in which you have given me the information I
requested in a recent letter to you on Whitlow
and McFatridege.

It was very kind of you to take the time to
compile this data for us and I want you to

know we appreciate it. If we are ever in a
position to reciprocate the favor, will you
please call upon us? -

With kindest regards, I remain

Si gyu/xj?

-’

Geo. R..Cock
Treasurer

GRC:s



