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DESCRtPTION
(Check One)

Excellent K\  Good . Fo | | Deteriorated I | Ruins o] Unexposed
CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered g Unaltered . Moved ;X Originol Shte
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The DeWtt County Courthouse i sa three-story sands
structure with a six-story clock tower. The sandstone i s |fitfj"
rusticated throughout; themain fabric i sof a cream co”or.
the trim of redsandstone. The building i s Richardsoi”*n tIJAIONAL
Romanesque and t hearchitect, A Q Watson, was strongly
fluenced by t heAllegheny County Courthouse i nPittshurch_,
Pennsylvania. The plan i scentral and basically square wittvLO
four corner pavilions. The roof 1 shipped andthemin tower
and t hepavilions have pyrami dal roofs. The main facade consistii
of a recessed triple bay section between flanking pavilions.
The pavilions areunited by a connecting arcaded one-story
porch very simlar tothat of thePittsburgh building. The
tower rises behind thecentral bay, and i salso i nthestyle of
Richardson's building. The paired, single pane, first story
wi ndows of thefront and sides of theDeWtt Coimy courthouse
are seti nlarge arched openings with stone transoms and a
grill infront of theglass i nthearched opening above. The
wi ndows at t heback, those i nthearcade, and t he second story
wi ndows ar e one-over-one |ight double hung sash type with stone
lintels and single pane transoms with grills above. The
schenme of wi ndow placement i nthepavilions i sthat of one 73
| arge arched opening at thefirst story, two trabeated w ndows
at thesecond story, and two trabeated wi ndows set behind a
four-bay arcade at thethird story. Balustrades define these
arcades and ar e also used between t heside arches and as a
protective railing above t hemain porch. The clustered colums
of theporch areof thesquat Richardson type with Romanesque
Revival capitals. The large arches spring | owand have rus-
ticated voussoirs finished with a drip-mold archivolt. Al |
projecting corners of thebuilding have decorative quoins of
narrow stones—alternately placed on end (andextending three
courses vertically) and on their sides. The pavilions have
engaged colums at t hecorners at thethird story. The corners
of thetower have rounded edges or rusticated engaged colums
at itsfull height.The second, third and fourth story w ndows of
the tower arevertically grouped under a colossal arch. The
four clock faces aresimply and effectively framed by radiating
rusticated voussoirs i nan inset square panel. The top story
s open with a three bay arcade.

3

The 1956 t he Gui do Brothers Construction Conpany of San
Antoni o modernized theinterior and central air-conditioning
and automatic elevators were installed.



|6. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
r~| Pre-Columbion 1 . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century

15th Century . '7th Century S C 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

r\m AREAS. OF SIGNIFICANCE CCliecJt One Or More «s .Appropriate;

thN tlo ]97 Abor iginal | | Education . Political "1 1 Urban Plonning
. Prehistoric J Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other (Specify)
NAUONAI : Historic 1 1 Industry losophy
REGISTEF o : Agriculture 3 Invention 1 1 Science

B Architecture |

Landscape I | Sculpture

Art Architecture I | Socio I/Humon-

I I Commerce | Literature

itorian
3 Communications . Military . Theoter

] Conservation . Music ]] Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The DeWtt County Courthouse i sa late nineteenth century
Texas building strongly influenced by H H Richardson's
Al  egheny County Courthouse (1884-88) i nPittsburgh, Pennsylvan|g,.
The county i si nsouth central Texas and was created i n1846
out of parts of Gonzales, Goliad, Victoria counties. The
area approximated that of theoriginal 1825 Mexican grant to
Empresario Green DeW tt.

The courthouse i slocated at Cuero, thepresent county
seat of DeWtt County. Cuero, named for nearby Cuero Creek,
had been originally projected as a town i n1842, but its
establishment was unsuccessful at that time. "Cuero" is the
Spanish translation of thelndian word for "hides". Cuero
was finally established by John C French and Gustav Schleicher
who laid off a town i nJanuary, 1873, t oserve as the termnus
of theGulf, Western, and Pacific Railroad. Thirty years of
bitter feuding between towns had passed before Cuero was
chosen as county seat i n1876. Between 1846 and 1876t he
county records were noved at |east four times. Three expectant
towns built courthouses of varying permanency. Clinton held
the county seat from 1840 until 1876, when t hefinal nove
was made t o Cuero, The Comm ssioners paid $1,100 t o npove
and repair thefotmer frame Clinton courthouse tothesite of
the present courthouse i n Cuero.

This building bumed April 8, 1894, and theD W Nash
School was rented for temporary quarters. Bonds for $70, 000
were issued and a contract awarded t oA, 0, Watson of Austin
to design and construct a new building andtoinclude fumi-
ture for offices and courtrooms. The building was conpl et ed
by buil der Eugene Heiner of Houston i n 1896.

The city of Cuero was on an immi grant route. GCermans
constituted themajority of thepopulation by 1860. | n 1940
75% of t hewhite population was of German extraction.

Recorded Texas Hi.gtnrir-

Landmark - 1966.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITU DE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 29 ° 05+ 30 97° 17 ' 18"
NE
SE
SV
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1.26 itTfl
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STyftDR yytw tAIINDA |
COUNTY
COUNTY

VL FORVIPREPARED BY

NAVE AD TITLE waync Bell, Project Director
Roxanne Williamson, Architectural Historian

ORGANI ZATION

Texas State Historical Survey Committee 12-29-70

STREET AND NUMBER:

105 West 15th Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Austin Texas 78711 048

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA 1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to theA;riteria and procedures set :
forth by the National PacWService. The recommer td/IAA/I M/
level of significance oKuhis nomination is:
National - Btale XSl J Lo

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

N PTES

Title  .qt;=)t<a T.iRi snn nfficp-r

Bae January 15, 1971 Date
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\. Property broundaries where required.
2 North arrow. Texas Map Reference #2997-121
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Bon. Uoyd
Onited stJit»» ~csuata

We asa pleaux”c to Ir.forayoii thst feho hletcric prop«rtl«slisted oa
tho cccXosurct hdvd uo;.di;j&te«l lity the E£t&te Li~tiaoa Officer dif-x*oint™d
bj- tha Covemojr fot tha ic:pl€7aaat»tionof£ th* i~fcloaai historic r'reaer-

vation Prograa in Toitas gi<] '«wV9 fcc©a (sintered into tlia Katio»aX P~jietcr
i

of Historic Placos. Seiaator John C. Tcv«r anU tlie «i,prorri*t«
Rfti.'rciMintativea hava also ht*aa rrovldo<3 vith thio inConsation. Jy

copy of thia letter® tha Ctata Liaisoa Cfficor, Kr. Yxuctt Latia™rrr
Excoutlve Dirtfctor, Taaaa Stat* historical Surv«y Ooaaitteo, Jost Office
Uox X2276, Capitol Statioa, Auetia, Texas 7&711, has likewise fc*en

notified. A.leaflet explaining ths Hatlonal Ra9ist6r is eacloeed.
* Slrccrely ycvura

Director

iLjitercd in the f':aticnal fr*:.gistar

cct Kr. Truett |Atiaor, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey
C<xaEiittee, DI Office liox 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 75711
House of Representatives

Also notifiedl Hon. John R. Tower Ken. Ray Roberts

Vsd.aKington, £/. C. Hon. tI0> CAeey



Properties added to the Katlonal Esgieter of Historic Places

Tr. X3

Dsvbsrry (C&L John) Hoass Sai th Couaty
teasleyilist Tsxas

Dsiritt Gcrmty Coort hoasa CeUitt Gounty
Quero, Texas

Ths 1834 Horast on Cot eoa Exohaag* Barria Gounty

Bui [ di ng | ioustoa, Texas



t 10 1971

H80- HR

J@. Truett L-atltaer
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Survey CoHmttea
Post Office Hox 12276
Capitol StatiQv
Austin, Tejias 7Gr11
Dear M. hutSnert

- e e >
Wt are pleased toinfomyoutlim th”historic propertieslistedon
tlie enclosure have been placed onthe National Pagistcr of Historic
Places. Senators Lloyd Bentsen and Jo)mG Tower and t he appropriate
Representatives are being Info:-.:.".1.  Aleaflet explaining the National
Regi ster iaenclosed for each of tha property owners. Flcaso withhold
any publicity onthis until youhave received a carbon copy of.the
Congressional corrosporidence.

Sincerely yours,
("bi gaed; .
Director

ANoiofn/n t3AY 6 1971
ratcred in the satior,a Register

cC:

PDHerri ck: nun 4/ 16/ 71 BASI C FI LE RETAINED | NHR



Fo >ertie» ackJed t ot he Katioaal Register of Biatoric Places

TE: <AS
Dewbexry (Col. John) House saith County
Tcaclevlilo, Texas
ANy Court house DeWtt County
Quero, Texas

Tha 1S84 Houaeoa Cottoa Exchange Harris County
houstx>a, Texas





