
CHANCE VOUGHT F8U CRUSADER 


J
----It--- The F 8"G Crusader is a single-seat supersonicsweptwing fighter 
designed for car rier use. The variable-incidence wing, whose angle 
is changed for take-o ft's and landings, is set h igh and well back on 
the f uselage. T he hor izontal tail plane, wh ich is a small replica of 
the wing, is mounted well down on the fuselage tail. ·When viewed 
from the front or rear t he dihedral of the horizontal tai lplane con
trasts with the cathedral of the wings, and together they form a 
good recognition feature. On August 21, 1956, an F 8"G set an Ameri 
can speed record of 1,015.428 m.p.h. A photo-reconnaissance version 
of the F8U set a "C.S. trancontinental record on J uly 16, 1957, by 
flying from Los Angeles to N e\Y York in 3 hI' 23 min 8.4 sec, for an 
average speed of 732.52 m.p.h. A newer, more po,,·eriul version of 
the Crusader, the F 8e- 2, has been developed. It resembles the 
F 8U-1 except for the addition of t,,"o ventral fins mounted under 
the tail section and two afterburner air scoops on the ta il cone. 

DATA APPLY TO FSU-l 

AIR FRAME OPERATIONAL DATA POWER PLANT 

Mfr. CHANCE VOUGHT 
Max. 
Range 

(Naut .Mil ... ) 
1,200 plus 

No. of 
Engines 1 

Model 
No. J57-P-4 

Wing 
Span 35'8" Crew 

No. 1 
Mfr. P& W 

Length 54'3" 
Max. 
Speed 
(Knoh) 

875 plus 
Type Turbojet 

Combat 
Weight 

(Lb•. ) 
23,500 plus 

Service 
Ceiling 

( Ft. ) 
50,000 plus Rating 

Each 
11,000# plus 
5,000# A.B. 
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